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from the standpoint of my spiritual development. In
Volker, Zeiteti und Henschen, by Karl Hillebrand,
you will find a few excellent essays on the first of the
"Thoughts Out of Season." The essay against Strauss
provoked a tremendous storm; the essay on Schopen-
hauer, the perusal of which I particularly recommend,
shows how an energetic and instinctively yea-saying
spirit knows how to derive the most beneficent im-
pulses even from a Pessimist. For some years, which
belong to the most precious of my life, I was bound to
Wagner and Frau Cosima Wagner by feelings of the
deepest confidence and most cordial friendship. If
at the present day I belong to the opponents of the
Wagnerian movement, it is obvious that no personal
motives have induced me to assume this position. In
Wagner's Collected Works, Vol. IX (if I remember
rightly), there is a letter addressed to me which bears
testimony to our relationship. I would fain believe
that, thanks to their wealth of psychological experi-
ences, their fearlessness in the face of the most dan-
gerous things, and their lofty candour, my books are
works of the highest rank. Moreover, in the art of
exposition and in the matter of sesthetic quality, I
would brook comparison with anybody. I am bound
to the German language by long years of affection,
secret intimacy and profound reverence. This is a
sufficient explanation of why I can no longer read any
books written in that language.
I am, dear sir.

Yours very truly,

PKOFJSSSOB DR. NIETZSCHE.